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CONVERGENCE: ABOUT THE QUESTION OF ITS DEFINITION 

The article discusses the approaches suggested by different scientists to the explanation of the con-

cept of “media convergence” and the opportunities it brings to modern media and their users. Attempts 

to give a definition to this phenomenon have been carrying out for a long time. For the first time the 

term was used by W. Derham in 1713. However, a new meaning this notion got in the period of the 

XX–XXI centuries, when technological progress made it possible to combine a great number of net-

works, devices and types of media into a single unit.  

Some scientists try to deduce their own definition of the term “convergence” by adding a qualifying 

noun: convergence (of what?) of networks, technologies, media, etc., or indicating the level of merger: 

convergence on (what?) level (e.g. convergence on the journalistic level). There is also a possibility to 

describe the term using the words “multimedia tools”. 

We think, it is better to point out that media convergence or convergence in mass media is a pro-

cess of merging that takes place in the media on several levels using multimedia tools and which facili-

tates the transition from traditional media to the new ones. 

Key words: convergence of media, multimedia, digital technologies, media, multimedia tools. 
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