BOBATCIIBHBIX MPEITI0KCHHIA.

YroObl MPeo0JIeTh MEKBbA3BIKOBOC HHTEP(PEPEHIIUN, yUUTES
JOJKHBI COCTaBUTh CIICIHAbHBIC y4eOHBbIC YIpaKHEeHHUs, 4TOObI ycTpa-
HUTh MEKbA3BIKOBBIC HHTEP(PEPEHIINH.

YueOHbIe YIPaKHEHUS MOT'YT OBITh Pa3HbIX THUIIOB, U OHU JIOJIXKHBI
OBITh HAIPABJICHbI Ha YCTPAHCHHE MHTEP(PEPECHIMN HA aHTJIMACKOM H Y3-
OEKCKOM SI3bIKaX.
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ARE RHETORICAL QUESTIONS STYLISTIC
OR RHETORIC DEVICE?!

Today in modern linguistic literature there are a large number of de-
finitions of the rhetorical question. Several scholars had earlier defined the
rhetorical question as that question that does not expect an answer. Some
scholars argue that a rhetorical question has the illocutionary force of an
assertion of the opposite polarity from what is apparently asked.

Abioye [5:8].) examines the resourcefulness of RQs using Elhusan’s
“A New Year Prayer for Peace” as corpus, and observes that: The RQ is
used to admonish, make a plea or request, commend or pay tribute, con-
demn or vilify as the case may be ... capable of giving implicit structure
(sometimes) to messages, can be used to generate or end discussions, pro-
vide reasons/ answers, constitute opposition or reach reasonable conclu-
sions.It is also seen as a question asked without expecting an answer but for
the sake of persuasive effect rather than as a genuine request for informa-
tion, the speaker implying that the answer is too obvious to require a reply
or merely as a way of making a point. The expected answer 1s usually "yes"
or "no." For example, Can we agree that this will not happen again? RQ a
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rhetorical question is a figure of speech in the form of a question posed for
its persuasive effect without the expectation of a reply: For example "How
can I ever thank you, Lord?” Rhetorical questions encourage the listener to
reflect on what the implied answer to the question must be. When a speaker
states, "What is the meaning of this?" or "How does that concern me?”’ no
formal answer is expected. Rather, it is a device used by the speaker to as-
sert or deny something obvious. The purpose of this figure of speech is not
to secure a response but to assert or deny a point implicitly. Thus, a rhetori-
cal question may serve as a subtle way of insinuating an idea that might be
challenged by an audience if asserted directly.

We support Professorl.R. Galperinpoint of view of, who believes
that the rhetorical question is a special stylistic device. In his opinion, the
nature of the stylistic device consists in rethinking the grammatical mean-
ing of the interrogative form. More precisely, the affirmative sentence is
clothed in the form of a question.

A.K. Mikhalskaya. In her book “Fundamentals of Rhetoric”, de-
scribes the rhetorical question as an effective figure in the dialogization of
monologic speech, which serves as the semantic and emotional emphasis of
its semantic centers, to form an emotional-evaluative attitude of the addres-
see to the subject of speech, and also to present to the addressee especially
important semantic regarding the stages of reasoning [4: 240].

Consider an example of a rhetorical question:
Are these the remedies for a starving and desperate populace? [3: 215].

Consequently, the rhetorical question is a construct in which form
and content are in asymmetric relationships. In form, this construction is an
interrogative sentence, and in meaning - a message. The rhetorical question
is asked not for an answer to it, but for approval. Rhetorical questions are
often framed as informative with interrogative words, such as: who, what,
where, how, why, whom and etc..

[.V. Arnold also gave a definition of the function of the rhetorical question
and what it is used for, namely, to attract attention, strengthen the impres-
sion, increase the emotional tone, create elation.

It is known that a question is always more emotionally loaded than
an affirmation or denial. Thus, it is natural that the statement, when clothed
in interrogative form, becomes more emotionally colored, more emphatic,
and therefore it fully reveals the speaker’s attitude to the subject of thought
[3: 216]. There is a fairly large number of expressivization tools that are
used in a particular discourse. The emotional nature of speech, its expres-

siveness is studied by many linguists. Expressive language tools are active-
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ly developing within the very journalistic style. And important place among
them is the rhetorical question. Often it is used in political discourse as one
of the main elements of argumentation. Rhetorical questions are an integral
part of not only dialogical unity, but also monological statements, which
can be considered as interaction, a conditional dialogue of the speaker with
oneself or a monologue aimed at generating interest in the dialogue among
listeners. A number of scientific studies are devoted to the problem of non-
interrogative use of interrogative questions in the form of sentences. In
modern rhetoric, the rhetorical question is characterized as “an effective di-
alogue diagram of monologic speech, serving to semantically and emotion-
ally highlight its semantic centers, to form an emotional-evaluative attitude
of the addressee to the subject of speech, and also to present to the addres-
see especially important semantic scientific research stages (evidence).
A.N. Baranov believes that the rhetorical question is a specific method of
presenting some theses [1: 40]. A similar definition is proposed by G.V.
Valimova: rhetorical questions are such figures of speech that are oriented
toward maintaining arguments. This tool is used not to find out something
unknown, but to more vividly discuss any event or object that is already
known to everyone. This question is also asked by the audience to attract
attention. Judging by these definitions, the rhetorical question is not used as
a question, but as a judgment.

An in-depth study of this term shows that there is not just a stylistic,
but a rhetorical perspective in the study of the functions of the rhetorical
question, as well as a pragmatic level of impact on the audience, or rather
on the emotions and feelings of a person. It becomes clear that an important
factor influencing the result of exposure to a given figure of speech is the
personality of the speaker himself. A.K. Mihalskaya believes that rhetorical
questions are used by confident and decisive individuals.

In the field of political communication, the use of a rhetorical question is
important, since the main function of speaking in a political discourse is to
induce the recipient of intent for action [3: 39].

So, a rhetorical question is a stylistic and rhetorical form of expres-
sion of a pragmatically any thought. The rhetorical question, as well as oth-
er means of expression, is an instrument of verbal influence through affir-
mation or denial of an emotional nature. Rhetorical questions increase the
expressiveness of the statement. In some texts, rhetorical questions are used
as an expression of emotional expression, since they have a pronounced
irony, posed not only by lexical means, but also by the syntactic structure

itself.
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K BOITPOCY O KAYECTBE COBPEMEHHOI'O
NHXEHEPHOI'O OBPA30BAHUA

B nocnennue aecATuneTvss BHOBb MPOU30ILUIO U3MEHEHUE BaXKHEM-
IIMX MEraTPeHI0B B 001acTh WHX)eHepHOro obpazoBanus [1]. Bo-nepBsix,
YBEJIMYECHHE 3HAYEHUS MHHOBAIMH B AKOHOMHUKE M OBICTPOM CMEHOM roc-
MOJCTBYIOIIUX TEXHOJIOTHH PE3KO YXKECTOUUJIO TpeOOBaHUS K 0a30BOMY
00pa30BaHUI0 MH)XEHEPOB, KAYECTBY MX HWHTEJJICKTYaJbHBIX, BOJEBBIX U
OpraHU3AIMOHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH. BO-BTOpBIX, COBpEeMEHHasi BHICOKOTEX-
HOJIOTMYHAST SKOHOMUKA TPEAbSBISICT MOBBIINICHHbIE TPEOOBAHUS K IIEJI0-
CTHOCTH, YHUBEPCAIBHOCTH, IIUPOTE MOATOTOBKH U OTBETCTBEHHOCTU HH-
JK€HEepa, KOTOPhIM BHOBb OJHOBPEMEHHO BBIMOJHSAET POJIM YYEHOTO, TeX-
HUYECKOTO JKCIepTa W PYKOBOJUTENS mpeanpusitus. B-Tpetbux, mocie
co3anusi B XX CTOJIETUU CUCTEMBI MAacCOBOTO, BceoOIero oopa3oBaHusl,
MOJYYEHHOT'0 Yepe3 IIKOJIY U BY3, HBIHEUIHSS CUTyalllsl U3MEHHUIIACh - HO-
BOE MOKOJIEHUE HE cTajo 0oJjiee 00pa30BaHHBIM, YeM MpEbIAyIIee, a cama
cucteMa oO0Opa3oBaHUs TOBCEMECTHO Hayana jaerpaaupoBath. [losromy
POJIb CEMBH KaK CaMoro CTaporo U MOUIHOTO 00pa30BaTEIbHOTO HHCTUTYTA
1o nepegave «HeOpMalIlbHbIX 3HAHUN» MPUOOpETaeT BakKHEiIlIee 3Haue-
HUE. A 0TCI0JIa, COOTBETCTBEHHO, U UHXKCHEPHBIM TPEHUHT B BYy3€, B MaJIOH
dbupme, B hopmax JOMOJHUTETHLHOTO 00pa30BaHMs OOpETAeT IIEJIOCTHBIM
JUYHOCTHBIN XapakTep. Takum o0pa3om, «KjIaccuueckash KOHIUEIIINS WH-
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