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The aim of this study was to identify complex of pathogenic fungi species from shrunken ash 
branches by utilization of DNA assay. Fragments within the fungal ribosomal DNA operon was directly 
amplified from shrunken ash tissue, without preparation of fungal pure cultures. The amplified frag-
ment included parts of the 18S and 28S rRNA genes, and whole the 5,8S rRNA gene and the internal 
transcribed spacers (ITS) 1 and 2. The PCR fragments were sequenced and analysed in NCBI Gene-
Bank. Five species were identified: Aureobasidium pullulans, Ascomycete sp. DGC-2, ascomycetes 
Fungal sp. 104, Botryosphaeria stevensii, Chalara fraxinea.  
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