
96 Òðóäû ÁÃÒÓ, 2022, ñåðèÿ 4,  1, ñ. 96–101 

Òðóäû ÁÃÒÓ   Ñåðèÿ 4    1   2022 

 821.111(73)–32 

. .  
    

 «  » (WILDERNESS)   .  

            

 –  «  » (“wilderness”) –   , -

,     . .  

 ,   «  »     -

 XVII .,       XIX .    , 

            -

          -

 . 

     .     -

,   «  »     . 

   ,  .       , -

   . ,      ,  

.    .     ,    -

  ,    ,    

  ,     . 

 :  «  », . ,  , -

, ,  . 

 :  . .  «  » (wilderness)   

.  //  . . 4, -  . 2022.  1 (255). . 96–101. 

E. I. Blagoderova 
Belarussian State Technological University 

THE “WILDERNESS” MOTIF IN H. THOREAU’S WORKS 

The article deals with one of the main motives of American literature since its formation – the 

“wilderness” motif – in the works of the researcher, naturalist, true supporter of the transcendentalism 

philosophy H. Thoreau.  

It should be noted that the “wilderness” motif originated in early American literature of the 17th 

century, but it underwent significant changes by the 19th century. The author points out that the study  

of this and other motives, mentioned in the article, in works of American Romanticism writers will help 

to understand deeper and particularize the concept of this ideological and artistic movement.  

Special emphasis is put on the consideration of H. Thoreau’s views on the American Indians 

culture, since the “wilderness” motif is inextricably linked with the Indian theme.  

The author concludes that H. Thoreau did not consider wilderness as a dangerous, hostile phenomenon 

for humans. On the contrary, the writer was convinced of the beneficial, healing power of nature. In his 

writings, he repeatedly said that untouched nature is indispensable for the formation, development and 

improvement of the personality, since it had a beneficial effect on intellectual, spiritual and physical 

health of a person.  
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      XVII » [4, . 59].  
6 “patron saint of American environmental writing” 
7 “This love, this enthusiasm for nature flowed over into his writings, making him not only the first outstanding nature writer 

in our literary history, but also the greatest”. 
8 “For I believe that climate does thus react on man — as there is something in the mountain air that feeds the spirit and 

inspires. Will not man grow to greater perfection intellectually as well as physically under these influences?” 
9 “Thoreau grounded his argument on the idea that wildness is the source of vigor, inspiration, and strength”. 
10 “my nerves are steadied, my senses and my mind do their office”. 
11 “grand, serene, immortal, infinitely encouraging, though invisible, companion, and walked with him”. 
12 “not only for strength, but for beauty, the poet must, from time to time, travel the logger's path and the Indian's trail, to 

drink at some new and more bracing fountain of the Muses, far in the recesses of the wilderness”. 
13 “in Wildness is the preservation of the World”. 
14 “The American Indian s life-style, then, was for Thoreau a confirmation, a paradigm of his own philosophy of living simply 

and harmoniously in a natural environment”. 
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