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POLISH PUBLIC ASSOCIATIONS IN THE BSSR IN THE ASSESSMENTS  
OF THE PARTY ORGANIZATIONS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF BELARUS 

OF GRODNO REGION (LATE 1980S – EARLY 1990S) 

The article is devoted to the activities of Polish public associations (the Polish Cultural and Educational 

Society named after A. Mickiewicz, the Union of Poles in Belarus) in the Grodno region of the BSSR in 

the late 1980s – early 1990s. The purpose of the article is to identify the main areas of interaction between 

the institutions of the Polish national minority and the party organizations of the Communist Party of 

Belarus in the Grodno region. The source base of the article consists of documents from the State Archive 

of Public Associations of the Grodno Region. The analysis of these sources made it possible to refute the 

established point of view in Polish historiography about the purely confrontational nature of relations 

between activists of the Polish ethnopolitical movement in Soviet Belarus and party functionaries of the 

Grodno region. In most cases, the leadership of the Grodno Regional Committee, city and district committees 

of the Communist Party of Belarus met the constructive wishes of Polish public associations (study of 

the Polish language in schools in the region, cultural and educational events). At the same time, members 

of party organizations expressed concern about certain actions by the leadership of Polish associations 

aimed at exacerbating the social situation in the region and the republic (aggressive imposition of the 

stereotype “Catholic means Pole”, contacts with revanchist organizations in Poland). 
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