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STATE POLICY IN THE FIELD OF SPECIAL  
(CORRECTIONAL) EDUCATION IN THE BSSR 

With the beginning of the Great Patriotic War, the education of children with special psychophysical 

development features ceased. Only since 1944, a network of institutions for this category of pupils began 

to function in the education system of the BSSR. The relevance of the study is determined by the fact that 

the creation and development of these types of institutions in the post-war period became one of the 

priority areas of the state policy of the BSSR in the field of education. The purpose of this work is to 

consider the problem of the functioning of schools for children with special psychophysical development 

features in the context of the post-war recovery of the BSSR economy. The work is based on documents 

of the National Archives of the Republic of Belarus (fund No. 42 “People's Commissariat of Education 

of the Byelorussian SSR”, inventory 4.5), primarily these are regulatory and legal documents of the 

People's Commissar of Education of the BSSR – orders, annual reports of schools. The work uses problem-

chronological, historical-systemic methods, which allowed to establish the activities of the People's 

Commissar of Education of the BSSR to resolve organizational issues (scientific and methodological 

support, personnel, material and technical management system of these institutions and others). In the school 

education system, schools for the hearing-impaired and late-deafened, for the visually impaired, children 

with musculoskeletal disorders, with severe speech disorders, as well as schools for children with mental 

retardation played a key role, ensuring the right of each pupil to receive an education and socialization in society. 
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