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SCHOOLS FOR WORKING AND RURAL YOUTH OF BELARUS  

IN THE POST-WAR YEARS 

After the victorious end of the Great Patriotic War, the party and Soviet bodies of the republic at all 

levels, the People's Commissariat of Education, regional, district and city departments of public education 

faced an extremely important task – to implement universal compulsory education for school-age children 

and create conditions for the completion of seven-year and secondary education for that part of the youth 

who, during the war and fascist occupation, were deprived of the opportunity to attend school and after 

the war worked in production. 

A significant contribution to the implementation of universal education and the improvement of the 

educational level of the Belarusian population in the difficult post-war period was made by schools for 

working youth, which provided young men and women with the opportunity to receive the necessary 

general education without being separated from production, and then enter secondary specialized and 

higher educational institutions, which was of great political, defense and economic importance. 

The article reveals the socio-economic circumstances of the creation of new types of educational 

institutions in the general secondary education system of Belarus (mid-1940s) – schools for working 

youth and evening schools for rural youth. Based on regulatory documents and archival sources, the 

process of formation and functioning of these educational institutions in the post-war years (1945–1950) 

is analyzed. A range of problems that complicated the activities of general education schools for working 

youth is outlined and ways to overcome them are shown. Statistical data on the dynamics of the 

quantitative growth of the network of schools for working youth and evening schools for rural youth in 

the republic, their student contingents are presented. 
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