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“LIBERATION FROM KITCHEN SLAVERY”. 
ORGANIZATION OF SYSTEM OF MASS CATERING  

IM MINSK IN THE 1920S 

The article based on a wide range of sources indicates the main directions of the public catering 

system in Minsk, as well as the activities of the main organizations that were engaged in its management. 

In the first half of the 1920s. In Minsk, frequent and cooperative catering enterprises: tea, canteens, buf-

fets acted in parallel. The support of cooperative workers' canteens was engaged in the Popular Power 

Partnership, created in 1923 in Minsk in 1924, a Belnarpit society was created, which performed the same 

functions. Canteen of Belnarpit received state benefits, the release of dinners on credit was practiced, but 

they could not satisfy the requests of most of the townspeople. For this reason, in the second half of the 

1920s. Throughout the USSR, the construction of large public catering enterprises, Factory-kitchen, 

which were engaged in mass production of dinners, manufacture of semi-finished products and the de-

livery of food to enterprises, began. Since the mid-1920s. In the housing and communal policy of the 

Soviet government, the principles of collectivism in the organization of living space began to dominate. 

Soviet experts were trying to adopt the best practices of Western countries in the field of mass food 

development. In addition to the practical function, the public catering system solved important ideological 

problems: the propaganda of a new life, collectivism and the liberation of the Soviet woman. As a result, 

in 1929, a decision was made on the construction of a large Factory-kitchen in Minsk, which could pro-

duce about 12 000 dinners per day.  
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