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CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES OF THE BELARUSIAN DIASPORA IN THE 1920S 

The article investigates the role humanitarian and charitable activities in the process of formation of the 

national diaspora. The study presents the activities of the Belarusian Red Cross in Lithuania based on little-

know documents from the Belarusian State Archives and Museum of Literature and Art. The Belarusian 

Red Cross cooperated with the national diaspora in different countries of Europe and organized the re-

ception of donations on the basis of the statute of May 19, 1921. The Belarusian Red Cross in Lithuania 

solved social issues and also organized moral support for Belarusians aroad. Belarusian Red Cross activist 

Paulina Myadelka collected the library and prepared Belarusian publications for printing in Lithuania. 

Particular attention was paid to the issues of social aid and financial supporting of Belarusian emigrants 

in Lithuania, Czechoslovakia and the USA. The Czechoslovak Red Cross organized medical assistance 

and financed the stay of Belarusian students in sanatorium and hospitals and raised the hygiene literacy 

of young people in the fight against infection. One of the main goals of the civil activity of the Belarusian 

diaspora in the USA was the organization of financial support for the Motherland. The Belarusian Na-

tional Committee in the USA was engaged in charitable activities in 1921. The humanitarian partnership 

for aid to Belarus was founded in 1927 in Detroit. Belarusian emigrants in the USA organized voluntary 

donations for orphans in Western Belarus, for students abroad and political organizations in the metrop-

olis. 
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