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ELECTORAL LOW IN BELARUS 
AFTER THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION OF 1917 

A general assessment of the development of domestic historians of the issue of urban and zemstvo 

self-government. It is pointed out that the suffrage in the Russian Empire on the eve of the February 

Revolution is limited. Attention is paid to the state and application of suffrage in the western provinces 

before the overthrow of the autocracy. The changes in the electoral law implemented by the Provisional 

Government are revealed. Data on the transformation of state authorities in the first months after the 

revolution is given. The new, political essence of city and zemstvo self-government is noted. It is pointed 

out the use of the methods of formation of power structures, which had been tested before. The use of 

different electoral methods in the creation of volost committees is highlighted.  

Consistently outlines the forms and methods of the election campaign for elections to city councils, 

as well as their socio-political results. The circumstances of the election campaign for elections to volost 

and district zemstvos are covered in detail, its shortcomings and achievements compared to the city 

elections are noted. Attention is paid to absenteeism and violence during the elections. The significance 

of the Constituent Assembly in the reformation of the Russian state, including Belarus, is characterized. 

The preparation, course and results of the elections in the Belarusian and Western Front districts are 

revealed. It emphasizes the decisive impact of Lenin's decrees on voters and the use of violence by the 

Bolsheviks against their political rivals. The conclusion notes the great contribution of the Provisional 

Government to the establishment of democratic institutions, including universal, equal, direct elections 

by secret ballot, as well as their (institutions’) decline after the Bolsheviks came to power. 
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