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VOTING AND LOTS AS A WAY OF SELECTING THE POLITICAL ELITE  
IN THE ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY 

The article examines the procedure for selecting the political elite and officials in the Athenian de-

mocracy. It analyzes the role of elections by lot and elections by voting in the political system, conducts 

a comparative analysis of these procedures for selecting candidates and assesses their impact on the po-

litical life of Ancient Greece. The emphasis is on identifying the factors that determine the adoption of 

electoral decisions and the electoral behavior of citizens of the Athenian polis.  

Elections played a dual role in the political life of Athens: they allowed for the distribution of posi-

tions and allowed for a strictly controlled form of aristocratic competition, and ensured proportional rep-

resentation, involvement and equal participation of all citizens in political life. The lot effectively dele-

gated political power throughout Attica and encouraged members of the boule to take an active part in 

public affairs. Voting contributed to the distribution of positions that required specialized knowledge and 

certain competencies. 
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