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HISTORICAL MEMORY AND NATIONAL IDENTITY: MECHANISMS  
OF FORMATION AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Historical memory as a specially directed consciousness is closely connected with modernity and 

future prospects. In this regard, its procedural aspect comes to the forefront, which essentially 

presupposes technologies for preserving, organizing and reproducing individual or collective historical 

experience to the extent and in the form in which it can be applied to the current present. An important 

question in this regard is how and to what extent the idea of the past transmitted today forms and supports 

collective identity. 

The article examines the mechanisms of historical memory formation and its impact on national 

identity. It explores the relationship between historical consciousness, public perceptions of the past, and 

professional historiography. Special attention is given to the processes of preserving, organizing, and 
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transmitting historical experience and their role in social consolidation. The study highlights how 

historical narratives contribute to the construction of collective identity and shape cultural self-awareness. 

The article presents the results of a historical-sociological study conducted among students of the 

Belarusian State Technological University (BSTU). Findings indicate a strong sense of national identity 

and a high level of interest in history, particularly in national heritage and key historical events. The 

dominant historical memory images are linked to the Great Patriotic War, national liberation movements, 

and cultural heritage. The study emphasizes the role of historical memory in fostering a sense of 

belonging, maintaining continuity across generations, and reinforcing social cohesion. The research 

contributes to a broader understanding of how historical narratives influence national identity and how 

historical education can shape public consciousness. 
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historiography, social consolidation, transmission of historical experience, cultural heritage. 
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