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The article addresses the underestimation of bacterial phytopathogens in forest ecosys-

tems, despite their growing significance under global climate change and increased  
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transfer of planting material. While research has primarily focused on fungal pathogens, 

bacterial diseases remain poorly studied, particularly in Belarus. Diagnostic efforts and 

monitoring are currently insufficient and sporadic. The paper highlights the importance 

of implementing advanced molecular and genetic identification methods to detect patho-

gens accurately, including hard-to-culture bacteria. It emphasizes the need for compre-

hensive studies to assess the epidemiological potential of bacterial infections and ensure 

forest ecosystem health. 
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