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AGRILUS PLANIPENNIS FAIRMAIRE (COLEOPTERA, BUPRESTIDAE) 

IN BELARUS: POSSIBLE VECTORS OF INVASION AND PROSPECTS 

FOR THE SPREAD OF THE QUARANTINE SPECIES 

Zviagintsev V.B. 1, Kirichenko N.I. 2,3, Usenia V.V. 4, Pomaz G.M. 4, Chernik M.I.1,  

Seraya L.G.5, Baranchikov Y.N.2 

 

The emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire, 1888 (Coleoptera: Bupresti-

dae), is a harmful East Asian insect pest damaging ash trees Fraxinus spp. Over the past 

three decades, it has invaded European part of Russia and Ukraine, causing widespread 

mortality of ash trees in both urban and natural ecosystems. Here, we report first occur-

rence of this devastating pest in Belarus, specifically in the city of Gomel. Given the prox-

imity of infested regions in neighboring countries – specifically Bryansk (243 km away 

from Gomel) and Smolensk (270 km) in Russia, as well as Kiev (220 km) in Ukraine – it is 

suspected that the buprestid was accidentally introduced from some of these localities 

rather than expanding its range by itself. Urgent research is required to delineate the extent 

of its spread within Belarus. Moreover, decisive actions must be taken promptly to suppress 

current infestation foci and prevent further distribution of this highly aggressive alien pest. 
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MYCETOPHILIC STAPHYLINIDES ON FIRES IN THE KHIBINY VALLEY 

Zenkova I.V.1, Ditts A.A.2, Isaeva L.G.1 

 
Several dozen species of Coleoptera have been identified in the clearings and fires in 

valley of the Khibiny Mountains (Kola Subarctic, 67 49'-50'N, 33 38'-39'E) that were 
previously unknown in this mountainous region. Among them, 40 species of family 
Staphylinidae from 22 genera and 8 subfamilies were not previously found the fully stud-
ied local fauna of Khibiny Mts, which includes at least 127 species. We associate these 
beetles findings with the development of a diverse complex of wood-destroying fungi and 
the abundance of they destroy trees in the disturbed mountain areas. 


