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Fungi of the genus Diplodia SP, belonging to the Botryosphaeriaceae family, are 

among the most dangerous and economically significant phytopathogens of woody plants 

on a global scale. In the context of the changing climate and anthropogenic pressure on 

the ecosystems of the Crimean peninsula, monitoring the spread of these pathogens is of 

particular importance. The purpose of this study is to study particularly dangerous fungal 

phytopathogens in the territory of the Republic of Crimea. The survey of artificial and 

natural plantings was carried out on the Southern coast of Crimea, the southeastern coast 

of the Crimean Peninsula, in the period from April to May. According to the results of 

laboratory tests, the following were identified: Diplodia seriata De ne. 1845, Diplodia 

mutila (fr.) Fr.1834., Diplodia cupressi A. J. Phillips L. & A. Alves 2006, Diplodia 

sapinea (fr.) Fuckel. 
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The emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire, 1888 (Coleoptera: Bupresti-

dae), is a harmful East Asian insect pest damaging ash trees Fraxinus spp. Over the past 

three decades, it has invaded European part of Russia and Ukraine, causing widespread 

mortality of ash trees in both urban and natural ecosystems. Here, we report first occur-

rence of this devastating pest in Belarus, specifically in the city of Gomel. Given the prox-

imity of infested regions in neighboring countries – specifically Bryansk (243 km away 

from Gomel) and Smolensk (270 km) in Russia, as well as Kiev (220 km) in Ukraine – it is 

suspected that the buprestid was accidentally introduced from some of these localities 

rather than expanding its range by itself. Urgent research is required to delineate the extent 

of its spread within Belarus. Moreover, decisive actions must be taken promptly to suppress 

current infestation foci and prevent further distribution of this highly aggressive alien pest. 
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Hymenoscyphus fraxineus Baral et al.      Agrilus  


